The Black River Water Trail...
South Carolina’s newest State Park

Creating an Inclusive Conservation Project that will be used by the Public

Holley Bloss Owings, Earth Design
Maria Whitehead, Open Space Institute
James Revis, SCPRT

Mayor Frank McClary, Town of Andrews
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partners, state
agencies and
local governments

. have launched a
visionary effort
to link a series of
public and private
riverside parks
along a 70-mile
stretch of South
Carolina’s scenic
Black River.
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The proposed Black River water trail is an exciting collaboration of

conservation partners, state agencies, and local governments to link a
The Conservation series of riverside public parks along a 70 mile stretch of South
Carolina’s Black River. This network will feature the first new state park
in 15 years. This project will help improve the open space and access
needs of the communities in this area, while creating nature-based
BA7S tourism opportunities to boost the local economy.
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(Butler Conservation Fund)

Rocky Point Community Forest

(Winyah Rivers & Georgetown Co.)

Ramsey Grove Plantation
{South Carolina Department of
Parks, Recreation & Tourism)
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Georgetown County avoids the worst from

Wetlands need to stem flooding now conserved along Florence; major flooding in parts of Horry
SC coast’s Black Mingo Creek County

BY BO PETERSEN BOPETE@POSTANDCOURIER.COM
MAR 1, 2019 BY DAVID PURTELL, CLAYTON STAIRS AT SOUTH DPURTELL@SOUTHSTRANDNEWS.COM
SEP 18, 2018 UPDATED AUG 22, 2020

Black Mingo Creek is not well known but its wetlands are valuable for protecting developed properties along the flood-prone Black River in
Williamsburg and Georgetown counties. This property is downstream of a tract recently conserved by the Lord Berkeley Trust. Maria

Whitehead/Provided

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR $3.69 / WEEK

During the historic flooding rain in 2015, the Black River rose nearly twice as high
as its banks could hold and stayed flooded for two weeks.

The Backstory
/




BLACK RIVER

Black River Landing Plan

The Backstory
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North Coast Resilience Project

Andrews — Stormwater Analysis of Town to develop stormwater
(partnership with Town, OSI, and TNC)

Community Efforts/




/Early Local Community Engagement

Stormwater management and flood prevention through green infrastructure
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Community Efforts/
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public
survey

1500
responses

“It is a cultural and
historical touchstone
especially for
descendants of
enslaved Africans
who worked
plantations in the
area.”

“The Black River is
the backbone of our
N community.”

“| was reared here in Kingstree close to the Black River, still
own property here and the park will be a great aspect to the
residents and visitors of Williamsburg County.”
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29556 Kingstree,
26%
S
“The Black —
River is a way Zl ﬁ/
of life around p 29510

Andrews, 14%

here.” C O d e S

29585 Pawleys

1sland, 3% . 29440
Councilwoman Sue-Ham Hemingway, 295905alters, ('\ng::nwn.
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How many of you have actually been on a beat in the black river? Today was my first time. It's an

Have you given your input as to what you'd like to see in the park? Here's the website for the
survey:

https:/ m/r/SCBlackRiver

ArcGIS
Storymap

Have you visited the Black River Cypress Preserve? Watch this video and let me know your
thoughts, please.

{#Mote)- The state park is a state park - it's NOT funded by the county, but it will certainly be here
for all to enjoy and to have access to the RIVER.

BLACK RIVER SURVEY RESPONSES BY ZIP CODE
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Black River State Park Master Plan



Gender Age
) Prefer Not %
Non-Binary o answer 25% 21.1% 222 21.0%
0% e po 19.0%
9
‘ 15% 11.2%
10%
4.3%
Male 5% °
Female 41% 0.3%
579% 0% - T T T T T '

Under 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

18

Race/Ethnicity
Other

Black or
African \‘
American
22%

3%

Less than 1%:

= Asian or Pacific Islander

= Hispanic or Latino

= Native American or Alaska
= Multiracial or Biracial

White or
Caucasian
73%

“Itisa
cultural and
historical
touchstone.”

“Black River
is a way of

life around
here.”

Family/Friend Gatherings

Swimming

Paddling (canoe, kayak, paddleboard, etc)

Riverbank fishing
Picnicking
Fishing boat over 20 horsepower

Hunting

Fishing boat under 20 horsepower

Bird Watching
Fishing from dock/pier/bridge

Recreational boat over 20 horsepower

Camping

Visiting Historic Sites
Hiking

Educating Young People

Recreational boat under 20 horsepower

Other (please specify)
Cycling
Jet ski

I 5 (%6
[k
] ] %
—— 330

32%

I 0%

—— (%

—— 4% Other commen
I 4%, .
—— 1%
—— 7%
I 2 %
I ]0%)

Meditation
*  Nature photograpt
*  Sitting in nature

*  Observing wildlife

1% *  Floating/tubing
— 127 = Visiting park
8% *  Property owner
I 7% .
* Dog walking
6% .
[— *  Relaxing

Community outreach,

Sample Comments:

“A way of life.”

“Peaceful beauty, tranquility,

hunting and gathering; a primary

food source.”
“My family got Baptized
in Black River.”

“This area means home to us, our

“Access to wildlife and nice scenery.
A chance to make memories with
friends and family.”

children and grandchildren! We
have found many pottery shards
and would like to learn more

about them.”

* 58% are supportive of developing the Black River Water Trail
and Parks Network

* 41% have concerns

Strongly Agree

M Strongly Disagree Disagree Neither Agree Nor Disagree

W Agree

| have concerns about developing the Black River Water
Trail and parks network.

| am supportive of developing the Black River Water
. 23%
Trail and parks network.

0% 25% 50% 75%

100%
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In September of 2021, a design charette was
convened to create site designs for three of the
four project sites. Site tours, river excursions
and analysis materials were provided to the
charette teams.

2 Days
3 Sites
6 Teams
40+ Participants
» Williamsburg County
» Georgetown County
Lowcountry Council Of Governments
Town Of Andrews
Town Of Kingstree
South Carolina Chapter Of The American
Society Of Landscape Architects

» 12 Professional Landscape Architects

University Students

National Park Service

Black River State Park Master Plan
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April 4, 2021

SC’s ambitious Black River park project will
provide public access to waterway

Dale Threatt- Taylcrof'l‘heNaImeCmszrvucyma boat
Tour of the Black River on March 16, 2021, near Andrews.

By Adam Parker

Some rivers are unique. They start and end
within a single regicn. They meander
through cypress swamps. Their waters tum a
deep copper-brown because of the tannins
drawn fiom old-growth wetland forests.

The Black River of South Carolina is cne
such river. It roves through rural iracts of
loblolly pines used by the timber industry.
It crowns at Kinpstree then widens as it
approaches Andrews.

It is a place full of life, color and beauty, of
sights and soumds most of us know little
about. We have tumed our backs to it It
nms behind the objects of o ci vilization —

the farms and towns and warehouses and
highways. It nms within the forbidding
woods. It nms quietly, mostly out of reach.

But that could change soon.
Black River Staie Park

An ambiticus collaboraticn between
conservation groups, mumicipal
govermments, private landowners, local
residents and the state eventually will result
in South Carolina’s first state park in more
than 20 years. The project is one of the most
sweeping and inclusive efforts yet
undertaken in South Carolina to conserve
land for public use.
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Continued Outreach







"\ OPEN sPACE Black River Water Trail and Park Network

\_ INSTITUTE _ :.::.amburgmd Georgetown Counties, 5C | Movember 2021 @l‘ e p 0 ﬁt anh (l:,um‘iel‘
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02-1005-002-00-00 [ 135
02-1005-002-00-00 [ 878
02-1005-002-00-00 [ 330
02-1005-002-00-00 | 356
02-1005-002-00-00 | 177
02-1005-002-00-00 | 82

02-1005-002-00-00 | 281
02-1001-002-00-00 | 128
02-1001-002-00-00 | 355
02-1001-002-00-00 | 1,188
02- 1001-002-06-00 &

02-0404-001-00-00 | 356

Recky Point postandcourier.com
ﬂ::cvrnrnunit':fI Forest

June 16, 2022
Black River State Park project flowing along

Creation of first state park in nearly 20 years now closer to reality with addition of
properties on waterway, master plan

Kingstree's
Black River Landing
{
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Camm unity Forest
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Cypress Prasene

@ Boat Landing

RMS Ownership Paninsula
Campus
I:l penrlmg pruJects

Other Industrial Timber Propertses

A winding segment of the Black River, which starts in Bishopville, runs by Kingstree and Andrews, and empties at George-
town into Winyah Bay. The Nature Conservancy/Provided

-
- Park Properties Andrews The Mature Condervifey's

. Biock Rover Prisein By Adam Parker
onservation Easement-Protected s . c . . .
The Black River State Park project has taken a of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. The organiza-
s Black River Water Trail significant leap forward with the procurement tion transferred its first parcel to the state Parks
State-Designated Scenic River 7 of three additional properties, the development Department in April 2021.

of a master plan and redoubled efforts to foster
economic development in Williamsburg and
Georgetown counties.

The Nature Conservancy, another of the park
project’s major collaborators, will transfer the
Sims Reach property, 143 acres, to the Parks

s Black River

The project continues to grow




"™\ Open Space Institute o
\_/ March 162t 350 PM - @
The Post and Courier urges Congressional, state, and local lawmakers to fund the OSl-led Black
River Initiative, the exciting 70-mile water trail and paddling network through South Carolina’s
Georgetown and Williamsburg counties: https://www.postandcourier.com/.../article_a7b&f244-
bcee...

OSI thanks our partners in the initiative, Arnett Muldrow & Associates, South Carolina Chapter
American Society of Landscape Architects, Black River Cypress Preserve, Blueforest Studios, South
Carolina Ducks Unlimited, Earth Design Inc, Georgetown County, S.C., Rivers, Trails and
Conservation Assistance, Rocky Point Community Forest, SC Conservation Bank, South Carolina
State Parks, The Nature Conservancy South Carolina, Town of Andrews, Andrews South Carolina,
Town of Kingstree, Winyah Rivers Alliance, and more!

POSTANDCOURIER.COM

Editorial: Help make dream of Black River water trail and park network a reality
Governments don't always work well together or follow through on their more ambitious plan...

Editorial: Help make dream of Black River water
trail and park network a reality

BY THE EDITORIAL STAFF
MAR 12, 2023




ANDREWS DOWNTOWN MASTER AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY PLAN

DESIGN PALETTE
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ANDREWS DOWNTOWN MASTER AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY PLAN
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TOWN OF ANDREWS, SOUTH CARCLINA

= | STUDIO@eartnnesion & - [
MAINS e X F... "'J

Town of Andrews Visioning Plan
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