Legacy + Community Building Grant Application :
Entry # 2508

Park Name
Beaverbrook Park

Name of Friends of the Park Group/Applicant Organization
Friends of Beaverbrook Park

Name of Person Submitting the Application
Melanie Gilbert

Email

melmhill@gmail.com

Names of other Friends of the Park group members participating in the grant process:
Dr. Jud Ready
Park Location
City of Atlanta - non-CDIA
Project Budget
200,000
Grant Request
100,000
Demographic Information

Buckhead: 77.5% white, 11% black, 6% Asian, 3% Other, and 2.2% two or more races. The largest and fastest growing age
sector is the 20-30 age bracket. (per Livable Buckhead, 2021) Median income in Buckhead in 2015 was $85K.

Statement of Need

The proposed area for development is currently covered in thick brush, poison ivy and copperhead habitats, making it unsafe
and unsuitable for families to explore. However it is also filled with specimen trees, native plants and wildlife - Red Tail Hawks!
Pileated Woodpeckers! River Otters! Carving a trail and including seating areas will make accessing this beautiful land safe
and enjoyable for all. With Atlanta DPR's recent survey findings citing that access to nature and trails is a high priority for
Atlantans, the Woods Trail will provide more opportunities for enjoyment and education in Beaverbrook Park on behalf of our
neighborhood residents, visitors, scouting groups and more.

Project Summary

The Woods Trail at Beaverbrook Park will extend the park’s existing trail through a currently undeveloped wooded area
towards I-75 on the other side of a creek (tributary of Peachtree Creek). The path would include two pedestrian bridges over
the creek, nature trail, seating areas, a short concrete sidewalk connecting to the existing sidewalk and two “interpretive rest


mailto:melmhill@gmail.com

areas” along the trail that could accommodate a memorial, educational information about the park’s history, or donor
recognition.

Detailed Project Description

The proposed project is located at Beaverbrook Park, 2222 Brookview Dr. NW , City of Atlanta, NPU-C, Land Lot
018500030115. The trail would begin near the southwest corner of the park, extending via bridge across the creek to the
western side , meandering through the woods and returning to the playground side of the park via a second bridge. Proposed
materials include the use of two prefabricated bridges since they are sturdier, will require less maintenance, and pose less
liability than a wooden boardwalk/bridge. The pervious, slatescape path planned for the western side of the creek will be a
relatively inexpensive surface, easy to install and favorable during the permitting process. The trail has been designed and will
be built to preserve and protect a stand of oak trees.

Planning Documents
e Beaverbrook-Park-Enlarged-Plan.pdf

e Concept-A-Phase-2B.pdf
e Concept-A-Phase-1.pdf

Project Value & Impact

This project will enhance the park that our community has already invested so much time and energy into. Beaverbrook is a
beloved and heavily-used park, and to be able to maximize its use by making accessible a new area will add to its many
features. The walking trail will also promote the park’s emphasis on physical activity (per our recently-erected exercise
stations) and also seating options where visitors could commune with nature. Lastly, the Woods Trail gives our park deeper
identity by allowing for designated areas in which we could honor local residents, feature public art pieces or share
information/education about the park’s natural features and history.

Community Engagement

Friends of Beaverbrook Park was formed in 1999 and we participated in the “Parks Visioning” process with Park Pride around
2008. Since then we have received two grants for playground, gazebo, exercise stations and a paved 1/3 mile walking loop.
We’ve also participated in numerous NPU-C parks committee meetings and proceedings and will do so as necessary to
complete this project. We have discussed plans and ideas for the park in our Wildwood neighborhood annual meetings, via
our neighborhood newsgroup, and throughout our promoted fundraising efforts - and will continue to do so. The Wildwood
Civic Association is currently developing an email newsletter which will include a regular update on Beaverbrook Park's
progress, proposed projects, cleanup events and donation appeal to keep neighbors informed, and the lines of communication
and feedback with these stakeholders open.

Project Timeline

2022

January - Park Pride grants awarded

February - Private & public sector fundraising efforts begin

August - Wildwood Civic Association membership drive and fundraising appeal
October - Pre-construction site clearing day, segment 1 - volunteer labor
December - Holiday fundraiser

2023
March - Fundraising complete
Pre-construction site clearing day, segment 2 - volunteer labor


https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Beaverbrook-Park-Enlarged-Plan.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=21&hash=4e799936ed1ab2e059009cd45a0d04a42ff4e381c171a142dc1e4a2930490e6e
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Concept-A-Phase-2B.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=21&hash=fd5e7c3b51eb449fa5aa7e95ef945ce17a7a1131b6f6fc54cd0d3581c0b4f104
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Concept-A-Phase-1.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=21&hash=919d5f313f6f144787ba6a060a7e374b6794f6b284c274dfbd323c2d4caa78db

April - Groundbreaking, construction begins
July 2023 - Project completed & final report filed with Park Pride

Application Budget Form

e Beaverbrook-Park-Woods-Trail-_-Legacy-Grant-Budget-Form-Sheet1.pdf

Cost Estimates

e 2021-10-21-Beaverbrook-Park-Phase-2B-estimate.pdf
e 2021-10-21-Beaverbrook-Park-Phase-1-estimate.pdf

Public Matching Fund Commitments

e Park-Pride-JPJim-Elgar-fund-confirm.pdf

Fundraising Plan

Our fundraising plan will include a combination of public and private funds and in-kind contributions. Organizations such as the
Buckhead Coalition and nearby businesses have supported past improvements to the park and will be approached to support
this project as well. Given the amount of funds required for the Woods Trail, we will also pursue platinum-level type
sponsorships from larger local businesses. Given the flora and fauna present in our park, we may be eligible to also receive
funding from the Georgia Audubon Society's Habitat Conservation Grant Program or similar sources.

Additionally, the Wildwood Civic Association and Wildwood residents have historically supported park improvements financially
due to their potential impact on residential property values, quality of life benefits, and overall aesthetics of the neighborhood.
In addition to a traditional appeal, we are also developing some creative fundraising ideas such as selling a signature
neighborhood holiday decoration, possibly selling engraved pavers that will be integrated into trail rest areas, etc. And since
we've held several very well-attended neighborhood cleanups over the years, we look forward to utilizing in-kind volunteer
labor where it is appropriate and safe to do so.

A note on savings: We intend to find additional cost savings and efficiencies within the project as we fine-tune our plans and
design. We have spoken with Atlanta Department of Parks & Recreation about funding one of the bridges since those account
for the majority of the project cost; that initial conversation was promising. Also, our construction project manager believes we
can reduce costs by several thousand dollars by combining phases into one execution.

Before Photos

e IMG_7903.jpg
e IMG_7900.jpg
e IMG_6543.pg
e IMG_6542.jpg

Land Owner Letter of Support


https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Beaverbrook-Park-Woods-Trail-_-Legacy-Grant-Budget-Form-Sheet1.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=4&hash=238585752dce1b030c876248f8ac1909085f4e02526f034e42bb4380e8a95bf9
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/2021-10-21-Beaverbrook-Park-Phase-2B-estimate.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=23&hash=623b692a847e447f3ecb90d9dda397c60b60d01ab10e28a154599d7bf288688c
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/2021-10-21-Beaverbrook-Park-Phase-1-estimate.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=23&hash=ffa9b0d22d41677a86b45afeb10b91d7b02d99023f1d1183aea89b826b1e8c71
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Park-Pride-JPJim-Elgar-fund-confirm.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=25&hash=b62445357c5fda2e996cdec7420c67bab531a73dfd280a5cf0b1d8f847f889cc
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/IMG_7913.jpg&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=2068db06a3cedef1fe61f469208553873c98acc2aa0ce6aa2bd8a9fd16d18233
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/IMG_7911.jpg&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=8f4d6af0f16586c7569860c662d2afaaefb83191b5e92bdf40302a93adba4a8e
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/IMG_7903.jpg&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=16d8aafbcd76748a03db1e1b1b18a9e350078fc24687822ee0d2767d7a4856b3
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/IMG_7900.jpg&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=fb120184493fa93ec596e34a09a65e04526395dbb2483642941c66ca652c652f
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/IMG_6543.jpg&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=5457e220e2b9e1db4aafa0cf8187e0b2eabb2efe207e37312e1f6425d38c82ca
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/IMG_6542.jpg&form-id=24&field-id=14&hash=12e77838e7d1afb66b40021c165084e1d139e28126f699bbcfeb9cdd47081e91

e Beaverbrook-Park-Trail-Addition-Park-Design-Review-210909.pdf

Community Letters of Support

o JP-Letter-Woods-Trail-at-Beaverbrook-Park.pdf
e Beaverbrook-Wildwood-Civic-Assoc-Support-Letter.pdf



https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Beaverbrook-Park-Trail-Addition-Park-Design-Review-210909.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=24&hash=6a37dccae8dd9fac52d165470ac176ca8d330fd7e2331c8bce0c0c5705d6c9ad
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/JP-Letter-Woods-Trail-at-Beaverbrook-Park.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=31&hash=d692a950dc8a808b2d090ab58a926267af97131a5f266cab236f8873f214b4fa
https://parkpride.org/index.php?gf-download=2021/10/Beaverbrook-Wildwood-Civic-Assoc-Support-Letter.pdf&form-id=24&field-id=31&hash=02aa7977649160b795610e6cdc88a63a8bcf47faed69acd3d7775253d54ce7e5



