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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Atlanta’s Vine City neighborhood is re-developing in the shadow of the Georgia Dome to 
the west of downtown.  Part of this change includes the creation of a new public park.  
Vine City is one of Atlanta’s oldest inner-city neighborhoods, and Vine City Park is 
located west of the Atlanta downtown business district. The Vine City neighborhood 
extents include Simpson Street to the north, Northside Drive to the east, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive to the south, and Lowery Boulevard to the west.  
 
Community leaders worked hard with foundations and City agencies to acquire the land, 
but they had no specific plan for their new park.  Park Pride has worked closely with the 
Vine City Civic Association and the residents of the neighborhood between May and 
December 2005 to complete their Conceptual Master Plan for the new Vine City Park.  
 
In May of 2005, Park Pride staff met with the Steering Committee for the first time to 
decide how best to engage the public in Park Pride’s Park Visioning Process.  Eight 
months and five public meetings later, the community has approved their Conceptual 
Master Plan.  Along the way, the scope of work and the process were revised.  For 
instance, the third public meeting was poorly attended.  The Steering Committee and 
Park Pride pursued additional ways to reach out to the public.  One such way was to host 
a booth at Bethune Elementary School’s Fall Festival.  On October 26th, two 
representatives from the Steering Committee and Walt Ray of Park Pride spent the 
evening talking to parents, teachers, and community leaders about the three design 
options that had been developed for Vine City Park. During this festival over forty people 
were informed about the options and opinions were documented. This type of outreach 
proved critical to making sure that Vine City’s master plan had documented public 
support.  
 
Since then, the final plan has been drawn and developed.  The Steering Committee voted 
to adopt the plan on November 19th, 2005.  On Saturday, December 10th, the Committee 
will present the design to the Vine City Civic Association for their approval.  On 
Tuesday, January 10th, the Committee will present the design to the NPU for support.  
 
The plan is divided into two phases.  The first phase includes approximately one acre that 
that is already owned by City agencies.  Through the Visioning Process, it was decided 
that the Vision for Vine City Park should include the entire block, although the majority 
of the block is privately owned.  This will allow for a more comprehensive 
redevelopment of the neighborhood.  The additional property may be redeveloped as 
phase two of the park.  
 
The Vine City neighborhood currently is pursuing funding options to purchase the private 
property to expand their park space.  Meanwhile, efforts are under way to secure funding 
for the construction of the first phase.  This is an exciting time for Vine City and City of 
Atlanta parks. 
 



The opportunities for public input are outlined below ~ 
 
Visioning Meeting – Participants share their ideas about what they want their park to look 
like. 
Date:         Saturday, September 17, 2005 
        
Visioning Meeting – Participants share their ideas about what they want their park to look 
like. 
Date:         Thursday, September 22, 2005 
 
Preliminary Design Presentation  
Date:        Saturday, October 15th, 2005 
        
Bethune Elementary Fall Festival. 
Date:        Wednesday, October 26th, 2005 
 
Final Design Presentation – The final Master Plan will be prepared based on comments 
received. 
Date:        Saturday, November 19th, 2005 
 



VINE CITY PARK: FINAL DESIGN



Phase One:General / Overall Projects
• Selective Grading
• Drainage Improvements
• Irrigation
• Adjust existing electrical and lighting
• Detailed Survey
• Hydrology study
• Engineering

Phase One: Specific Projects
• Lighting of Park
• Memorial Walk
• Internal Sidewalk System
• Pavilion
• Plaza
• Amphitheater
• Events Lawn
• Garden Rooms  
• Ornamental Fencing
• Playground
• Site Furnishings (trash receptacles, 

bollards, drinking water fountains, 
benches)

• Landscape (general and miscellaneous)

VINE CITY PARK: FINAL DESIGN, PHASE ONE: Project Descriptions



Vine  City Pa rk M a ste r P la n - 
P roje ct List      De ce m be r 7, 2005

P HASE I P HASE I
Priority Ite m De scription Approx . Cost

S ite  Pre pa ra tion

M ass Grading To P rom ote B etter Drainage $50,000.00
Lighting of Park Ornam ental P edestrian Lights $120,000.00
Drainage 
Im provem ents

To Control/Im prove Flooding $45,000.00

Ha rdsca pe
M em orial W alk S urrounding Park  (A long S treets ) $200,000.00
Internal S idewalk  
S ys tem

Concrete walk  with granite accents $80,000.00

P avilion 18'x24', Inc ludes Two Retaining 
W alls

$45,000.00

P laza Granite Pavers $7,000.00
A m phitheater Granite, Conc rete, B rick $60,000.00

La ndsca pe  a nd 
Irriga tion

General Landscape $15,000.00
E vents  Lawn $5,000.00
Irrigation $8,000.00
M iscellaneous  
landscape

$10,000.00

Garden Room s  3 Landscaped Room s, Low-growing 
P lantings

$30,000.00

Spe cia l Ite m s
Ornam ental Fenc ing Cas t Iron with Granite Posts  and 

Interpretive P laques
$150,000.00

P layground Inc ludes Retaining W alls  and 
Fence, Rubberized S urface

$100,000.00

S ite Furnishings Drink ing Fountains , B enches , Trash 
Receptac les  and Bollards

$18,000.00

Utilitie s
E lec trical and lighting Relocate Ex is ting as  Necessary $10,000.00
Drainage Reset M anhole Covers  as  

Necessary
$10,000.00

Soft Costs
Detailed Survey $10,000.00
Hydrology  s tudy $20,000.00
E ngineering $45,000.00

TOTAL COST 
P HASE I:

$1,038,000.00



Phase Two:General / Overall Projects
• Land Acquisition
• Mass Grading
• Lighting of Park
• Drainage Improvements
• Demolition
• Irrigation
• Miscellaneous landscape
• Site Furnishings
• Electrical and lighting
• Detailed Survey
• Hydrology study
• Engineering 

Phase Two: Specific Projects
• Internal Sidewalk System
• Exercise Trail
• Pavilion
• Sport Lawn
• Gazebo

VINE CITY PARK: FINAL DESIGN, PHASE TWO: Project Descriptions



V ine  City P a rk M a ste r P la n - 
P roje ct List      De ce m be r 7, 2005

P HAS E II
Priority Ite m De scription Approx . Cost

S ite  Pre pa ra tion
Land Acquis it ion P urchase from  P rivate Individuals $500,000.00
M ass Grading To P rom ote Better Drainage $50,000.00
Lighting of P ark Ornam ental Pedes trian Lights $120,000.00
Drainage 
Im provem ents

To Control/ Im prove F looding $45,000.00

Dem olition Church, House, Apartm ent B ldg. $90,000.00

Ha rdsca pe
Internal S idewalk  
Sys tem

Concrete walk  with granite accents $90,000.00

Exerc ise Trail S oft S urface Rubber over Conc rete $75,000.00
Pavilion 18'x24', Two S truc tures $30,000.00
Exerc ise Trail S oft S urface Rubber over Conc rete $75,000.00

La ndsca pe  a nd 
Irriga tion

General Landscape $15,000.00
W oodland P lantings $30,000.00
Sport Lawn $6,000.00
Irrigation $8,000.00
M iscellaneous  
landscape

$10,000.00

Spe cia l Ite m s
Exerc ise Trail S oft S urface Rubber over Conc rete $75,000.00
Gazebo B etween Lawns , A rchitec turally  

Dis tinc tive
$30,000.00

S ite Furnishings B enches, Trash Receptac les , 
Drink ing Fountains

$24,000.00

Utilitie s
Elec trical and lighting Relocate Ex is ting as  Necessary $10,000.00
Drainage Reset M anhole Covers  as  

Necessary
$10,000.00

TOTAL COST 
PHAS E II:

$793,000.00




